CHAPTER V
MANUFACTURES
Two centuries ago India, in the development of manufacturing industry, compared favourably with many countries of Europe. Weaving and dyeing, artistic working in wood, stone and metals, had after centuries of experience reached a high pitch of excellence ; architecture displayed itself in buildings which are still amongst the notable monuments of the world. But she has stood aside from the current of industry which has changed the face of Europe. Her people have remained untouched by the desire for possessions which is the ultimate foundation of manufacturing enterprise ; to them the estimation of their fellows has appeared more desirable than belongings, and, the needs of life once satisfied, they have been unwilling to toil for the obtaining of superfluities. Moreover, they have not felt the spur of female extravagance. The industries of the West owe most of their life to the desires of women. In the East woman has never been permitted to use or even to feel her influence. There has then been little reason for the establishment of the large factories, which in Europe have revolutionised the conditions of manufacturing industry. Nor have the old-established handicrafts developed with the agricultural growth of the country. Many of them have indeed lost ground. Handmade goods cannot withstand the competition of imports from Europe. In some directions the country is fitting itself to the new order of things. Cotton and jute mills mark Bombay, Calcutta and Cawnpore with multitudes of chimneys. But, generally, India is still only feeling her way between mediaeval and modern methods of manufacture, and suffers the inconveniences that attend
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